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PRESIDENT: Ti me .

SENATOR McFARLAND: . ..the offense and it' s reduced...

PRESIDENT: T ime has expired.

SENATOR McFARLAND: ...to six months. T h ank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, did you wish to close, please? But,
before you do, may I introduce some guests in the north balcony
of Senator Jacky Sm ith . We have 38 four t h graders from
Hastings, Nebraska and their teacher. They are from the Watson
Elementary School. Would you folks pl ease s tand an d be
recognized by the Legislature. Thank you for visiting us today.
Senator Wesely, you' re closing.

SENATOR WESELY: Tha n k you. M r . President, members, on behalf
of Senator Hall and myself, we do app reciate your mo tion to
return and we do ...would a ppreciate y ou r support f o r this
a mendment. Sen at or Mc Farland is r ea l ly argu in g ano th e r
amendment that will be coming up. And so I appreciate what he
is trying to do in laying the ground work. He mentioned, for
instance, this letter . Look a t this letter and the problems
that are created. T h is ame ndment d ea l s with som e o f th e
cc ncerns expressed i n the letter from Margaret Higgins. W e' ve
been working with the Department of Motor Ve hicles, they had
some concerns, we' ve worked with them, they are now agreeing to

it. A lo t of the concern Senator McFarland expressed, I think,
are invalid in what this amendment does and then what th e bill
will do is a positive step forward. And he's mixing up a lot of
different issues an d we can get to those. But one of the key
ones is to keep in mind we' re dealing with two sepa rate
offenses, on e is th e refusal to take the test, that is a crime
i n an d o f i t sel f , i t ' s hand l ed ad m i n i s t r at i ve l y , b ut i t i s a
crime. And you now get six-months suspension, under the bill
you get a one-year s u spension bu t it curr ently is hand led
separately and apart from the DWI process, it is a crime onto it
self. Secondly, you have the DWI issue, and that crime and that
handling o f that iss ue. So we ' ve tried to merge those in a
positive step that Senator Hall and I have worked on to try and
find a way to deal with the concerns that have been expressed on
both sides, to give these people an opportunity, if they refuse
the test, to come back and say I screwed up, I should have j u st
taken it a nd I was drun k a nd her e I' ll go ahead and plead

t his amendment and to the bill with the amendment attached t o
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